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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's Oath/Declaration meets the standard 
required by 35 U.S.C. 25 & 1 15. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 5/5/2004 is 
acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 & 
1 .98. Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure statement. 

Response to Amendment 

3. This is a response to the amendment submitted on 7/13/2006, wherein claims 1 , 
4-6, 10-12, 15-18, 21-22, 24-25, 32, 34-38, 40-44 and 46 are amended and claims 47 
and 48 are added and claim 33 has been canceled. The response to the arguments is 
provided below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-18, 20-26, 28, 29, 31-32, 34-39, 42-46 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Falciglia (US Patent 5,935,002). 
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Claim 1 : Falciglia discloses of generating an end game result of bingo-type 
game (col. 1-2:59-12, 2:13-27, figures 2A-3D). Falciglia also discloses of displaying the 
end game results through a mechanical technological aid at an electronic playing station 
(figure 2A-2D, col. 2:38-46). 

Claims 2, 3, 23 & 24: Falciglia discloses of one or more mechanical 
spinning wheels disclosed within the gaming station (col. 3:26-39). 

Claim 4: Falciglia discloses of generating the result of the bingo-type game 
comprising of creating multiple different bingo cards for multiple players competing 
against each other (figure 1, col. 2-3:66-25, col. 1:55-58). This includes a first and 
second card for first and second players. 

Claims 5, 7 & 26: Falciglia discloses of a processor, which includes a random 
number generator for generating five sets of random number for display (col. 1-2:67-1 3), 
wherein the numbers are shared by multiple players (col. 14:65-15:22, 16: 48-62, 17: 4- 
12). 

Claims 6 & 25: Falciglia discloses reporting the called number to the gaming 
station to compare multiple player cards to the bingo card after the number has been 
generated (col. 2:14-27, col. 13: 4-18). 

Claims 9 & 28: Falciglia discloses of a random number generator for 
generating called number in succession or in a specific order (col. 1-2:67-13). 

Claims 1 0 & 1 6: Falciglia discloses of generating the result of the bingo-type 
game, further comprising whether the called numbers establish a game-ending pattern 
or an interim pattern on any of multiple bingo card (col. 3: 63-17, 5: 41-48, 6-: 58-8). 
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Falciglia discloses of end of a given turn which can be indicated by placement of the 
fifth number of a given set during the given turn in the matrix, which causes the 
disclosed computer system to automatically go to the next turn or to the end of the five 
turn game session (col. 15:29-50). The number placement could be noticed in figures 
2A-3D, which disclose different winning patterns after the placement of the fifth number. 

Claims 1 1 & 17: Falciglia discloses step of displaying the representation of 
the result on the gaming station, in response to determining whether the game-ending 
pattern has been establish on the bingo card (col. 15:45-67, figure 5, element #134, 
displays the result of the bingo game). 

Claims 12, 18 & 29: Falciglia discloses of awarding prizes in response to 
determining the game-ending patterns or an interim established on the bingo cards. 
Falciglia awards points or credits for the most bingo combinations (col. 15: 45-50). 

Claims 14, 20 & 31 : Falciglia discloses of awarding prizes in response to 
determining the game-ending patterns or interim pattern established on the bingo cards. 
Falciglia awards points or credits for the most bingo combinations (col. 1 5:45-50). 
Falciglia also discloses of providing an auto-daubing option, prior to awarding the prize 
(col. 13:48-60). Falciglia discloses the matching number having a first color as a 
foreground, while the background may be changed to a white or gray, thus causing an 
auto-daubing pattern. 

Claim 1 5: Falciglia discloses of ending the game in response to several 
game-ending pattern established in the game play (col. 1 5:29-37). Falciglia discloses of 
ending of a given turn by the placement of the fifth number of a given set on any of the 
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bingo cards, thus creating a pattern, which could potentially be the game ending 
pattern. 

Claim 21 : Falciglia discloses step of determining whether a plurality of players 
are playing the bingo-type game. Falciglia discloses method referring to a single player 
using the computer-based system and method operating in a multi player mode to 
conduct a multi-player game (col. 16:40-47), Falciglia thus inherently disclose the steps 
of determining whether plurality of players are playing the bingo game. 

Claim 22: Falciglia discloses of generating the result of the bingo-type game 
comprising of creating a bingo card (figure 1, col. 2-3:66-25, col. 8:18-21). Falciglia 
discloses the method that determines if the entire matrix is filled with covered symbols, 
i.e. corresponding to a full bingo card, thus generating result on a bingo card (col. 
18:13-15). Falciglia discloses of a processor, which includes a random number 
generator for generating five sets of random number for display (col. 1-2:67-13). 
Falciglia discloses of generating the result of the bingo-type game, further comprising 
whether the called numbers establish a game ending or an interim pattern on the bingo 
card. Falciglia discloses of end of a given turn maybe indicated by placement of the fifth 
number of a given set during the given turn in the matrix, which causes the disclosed 
computer system to automatically go to the next turn or to the end of the five turn game 
session (col. 15:29-50). The number placement could be noticed in figures 2A-3D, 
which disclose different winning patterns after the placement of the fifth number. 
Falciglia discloses step of displaying the representation of the result on the gaming 
station, in response to determining whether the game-ending pattern has been establish 
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on the bingo card (col. 15:45-67, Figure 6, element #134, displays the result of the 
bingo game). 

Claims 32 & 45: Falciglia discloses a serve for generating atleast one called 
number that correlates to the result of bingo-type game. Figures 7 & 8 disclose a game 
server which performs as a primary game server for maintaining the executive function 
and the record module which coordinates operation of all the set of game server (col. 
1 1 :7-30). Falciglia also discloses multiple electronic gaming stations in operative 
communication with the above-mentioned game server and comprising a mechanical 
technological aid for displaying a representation of result of the bingo-game (col. 10:60- 
55, also figures 6 & 7). 

Claim 34: Falciglia discloses of a controller or processor for creating multiple 
bingo cards (col. 8: 43-57). Falciglia discloses of said processor or a controller that 
generates a set of five randomly generated numbers or symbols or a bingo card, which 
are displayed to the users (figure 5, element # 140 & # 132). Falciglia also discloses of 
generating the result of the bingo-type game comprising of creating plurality of bingo 
cards (figure 1, col. 2-3:66-25, col. 8: 18-21). Falciglia discloses the method that 
determines if the entire matrix is filled with covered symbols, i.e. corresponding to a full 
bingo card, thus generating result on a bingo card which could be a game ending 
pattern or an interim pattern (figure 5, element # 166, col. 18:13-15). 

Claims 35 & 36: Falciglia discloses of game server, which includes a 
processor for controlling an executive function, a records keeper function. Falciglia also 
discloses one of the sets of game servers to be connected to the on-line services server 
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and to other game servers to perform as a primary game server for maintaining the 
executive function (figures 7 & 8, col. 1 1 : 19-30). Falciglia inherently discloses the 
method that determines if the entire matrix is filled with covered symbols, i.e. 
corresponding to a full bingo card, thus generating and comparing the results to the 
called numbers, on plurality of bingo cards which could be a game ending pattern 
(figure 5, element # 166, col. 18:13-15). 

Claims 37 & 38: Falciglia discloses of an Ethernet network to communicate 
between the server and the gaming station (col. 10:45-54). Thus creating an operative 
communication link. 

Claim 39: Falciglia discloses of a server generating a plurality of called 
numbers (figure 7 & 8 discloses game server and client server respectively, col. 13:27- 
33,41-47). 

Claims 42 & 43: Falciglia discloses of a server being local or remote (wide) 
relative to the gaming stations (col. 10:45-54). 

Claim 44: Falciglia discloses a video display section (figure 8, col. 1 :59-61 ), 
and a mechanical display section (col. 3:26-33). Falciglia also discloses of generating 
the result of the bingo-type game comprising of creating plurality of bingo cards (figure 
1, col. 2-3:66-25, col. 8:18-21). Falciglia discloses the method that determines if the 
entire matrix is filled with covered symbols, i.e. corresponding to a full bingo card, thus 
generating result on a bingo card (col. 18:13-15). Falciglia also discloses of a video 
display section that displays the called number in the bingo-type game (figure 10 
discloses display screen for bingo type game, which also displays the called numbers, 
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col. 13:27-33). Falciglia also discloses mechanical technological aid disposed within the 
mechanical display screen (col. 3:26-39). 

Claim 46: Falciglia discloses a program product for playing a bingo-type game 
wherein the program product is stored on a computer readable medium (col. 8:43-49), 
comprises of a result program code for generating a result of the bingo-type game (col. 
9:44-50, col. 10:6-14). Falciglia discloses of a processor, which includes a score 
generator to generate a score of points awarded for attaining valid bingo conditions, 
thus inherently generating a result of the game. Falciglia also discloses a display 
program code for displaying a representation of the result through a mechanical 
technological aid at an electronic play station. Falciglia teaches of a game client, which 
includes an event processor connected to a user input device, a game display and a 
communication device. Wherein the event processor performs wheel spins, and 
changes the current display (col. 1 1 :19-42). The program code is inherently compiled 
within the processor, since a processor cannot instigate without the program code, 
hence the program is stored in the memory and is being utilized by the processor, and 
is used as a display program to display the game on the gaming station. 

Claims 47 & 48: Falciglia an electronic play station having a mechanical 
display section or a video display (figure 8, col. 1:59-61, col. 3:26-33). Falciglia 
discloses of an Ethernet network to communicate between the server and the gaming 
station (col. 10:45-54). Thus creating an operative communication link. Falciglia also 
discloses of a controller or processor for creating multiple bingo cards (col. 8: 43-57). 
Falciglia discloses of said processor or a controller that generates a set of five randomly 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,338 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3714 

generated numbers or symbols or a bingo card, which are displayed to the users (figure 
5, element* 140 & # 132). Falciglia also discloses of generating the result of the bingo- 
type game comprising of creating plurality of bingo cards (figure 1, col. 2-3:66-25, col. 
8:18-21). Falciglia discloses the method that determines if the entire matrix is filled with 
covered symbols, i.e. corresponding to a full bingo card, thus generating result on a 
bingo card (col. 18:13-15). Falciglia also discloses of a video display section that 
displays the called number in the bingo-type game (figure 10 discloses display screen 
for bingo type game, which also displays the called numbers, col. 13:27-33). Falciglia 
also discloses mechanical technological aid disposed within the mechanical display 
screen (col. 3:26-39). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 8, 27, 40 & 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Falciglia. 

Claims 8 & 27: Falciglia discloses a random number generator for 
generating called number (col. 1-2:67-13). However Falciglia does not disclose of all 
the numbers being generated at the same time, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to allow all the numbers to be 
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generated at the same time, thus speeding up the game, and allowing players to 
maximize their winning in limited time. 

Claims 40 & 41 : Falciglia discloses of a server generating a plurality of called 
numbers (figure 7 & 8 discloses game server and client server respectively, col. 13:27- 
33, 41-47). Falciglia however does not disclose of these numbers being generated at 
the same time. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, to allow all the numbers to be generated at the same time, thus 
speeding up the game, and allowing players to maximize their winning in limited time. 

8. Claims 13, 19 & 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Falciglia as applied to claims above, and further in view of Lind (US Patent 
Publication 2004/0176169). 

Claims 13, 19 & 30: Falciglia discloses of awarding prizes in response to 
determining the game-ending patterns or interim pattern established on the bingo cards. 
Falciglia awards points or credits for the most bingo combinations (col. 15:45-50). 
However Falciglia fails to teach of manually daubing for the patterns in the game. 

Lind teaches of occurrence of daubing that may be performed manually by the 
players at the playing station, using a suitable interface (par 8). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention was 
made to have modified Falciglia's gaming machine to include the process of manual 
daubing disclosed by Lind, thus by implementing manual daubing in the gaming 
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machine, the players are actively participating in the bingo-type game and active 
participation creates an exciting playing environment for all participating players. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 7/13/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding the amendments to the claims, the specification does not clearly 
support the term "end game", therefore through broadest claim interpretation, the 
examiner interprets the term as result or the winning numbers at the end of said bingo 
game. And regarding applicant's arguments that the reference does not teach of end 
game result through mechanical technological aid as claimed in the present application. 
The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. Falciglia teaches of having 
wheel spinning to generate set of five random symbols/number and display the 
generated number/symbols to the players (see figure 8, col. 1 1 : 19-30). 

The applicant also argues that current reference of Falciglia does not teach of 
multiple bingo cards as disclosed in claims 32 and 39. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees with the applicant. Falciglia teaches of having plurality of bingo cards (col. 6: 
23-29). 

The applicant argues that the current reference does not teach of having multiple 
electronic play stations controlled by a common server. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees with the applicant and like to bring their attention to Falciglia (col. 10: 66-6), 
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wherein it is clearly disclosed by the reference that a common server controls plurality of 
electronics play stations. 

The applicant argues that the reference does not teach or disclose of generating 
at least one called number that is shared in common by players having different bingo 
cards. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. Falciglia teaches of 
generating identical set of symbol/number for every player in the multiplayer 
configuration (col. 17: 4-12). 

Regarding the applicant's arguments regarding the "interim" patterns the 
applicant respectfully agrees with the applicant and has differentiated between a game 
ending pattern and an interim pattern. However regarding the applicant's arguments 
that the reference does not recognize and thus does not determine interim pattern, the 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Falciglia teaches of multiple different patterns that 
could be achieved during the play of the game, which would result in an award for the 
player but would not end the game (col. 1 1 : 31-56). 

Consequently for the reason provided above, the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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